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MSOMDW PORt Assgistant Director, Communications

27 December 1951

FPOM: Aagistant Direotor, Collection & Dissemination
SUBJFECT: Development of a Facsimile Security System
REFERFNCE: Your memo, seme subject, of 21 December 1951

1. Reference asks for a statement from OCD a3 to the relative
degree of privacy (in terms of hours or days) waich will be required
in trensmission of information via the Intellofax System.

2. BSuch a statement, if one can be formulated, must be based on
the nature of the data transmitied. The following comments may be help-
ful in this regard.

3. 95% of the date transmitted are lists of titles of reports
which bear upon one or another subject and cne or another geographic
area. The reports themselves may hava come from any of the IAC agencies,
end they range from UNCLASSIFIED to TOP SECRET, tut it is only their
titles and occasionally brief summaries of content which are transmitted,
If a researcher is working on the Soviet coel industry, the Intellofax
System provides him with e 1ist of all documents bearing on the subject,
and from this 1list he decides which of the actual documents will bess
serve his purpcse. Thereafter he gets the actusl documents from the
Library.

s In arriving st the decision that these transmissions need be
classified no higher than SECEET, we considered the followings (1) That
titles of TOP SECRET reports are not in themselvee TOP SECHET, (2) that
the few summaries of TOP SECRET rsports which go inte the f‘iles are, in
fact, more like Tables of Contents than actusl surmaries of content, and
it is likely that they very seldom if ever contain information whicn aof
it8elf would require & TOP SECRET classification, (3) that several weeks
slapee betwsen the time when any TOP SECRET report is issued snd the
time when its title or summary is processed into the files, and (4) that
geveral months usually elapse thereafter before the title or sumary are
transmitted in response to scme snalyst's request.

5, AB these are not tactical or operational data, but are highly
static, it seams doubtful to me thet we could formulate & satisfactory
statement of relative degree of privacy required.
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